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Rous County Council Meeting 15 May 2024 
 
OPENING OF THE MEETING 

In accordance with clause 5.21 of the Local Government Act 1993, attendees at today’s 
Council meeting are advised that this meeting is being ‘live’ streamed (except for the 
confidential session).  

•   All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing any 
personal information about another individual without their consent.  

•   Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments 
made by persons attending meetings. All liability will rest with the individual who made the 
comments.  

•   This meeting must not be recorded by others without the prior written consent of the 
Council in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

Please ensure that mobile phones and other electronic devised are turned off or are in silent 
mode for the duration of the meeting. 

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS  

In accordance with clause 3.23 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, councillors are 
reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made at or before their first meeting of the 
council made under section 233A of the Act, to undertake their civic duties in the best 
interests of the people they represent and to faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, 
powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 1993 or 
any other Act, to the best of their ability and judgement. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Councillors are reminded of their obligations under Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose 
and appropriately manage conflicts of interest in matters being considered at council 
meetings. All declarations of conflicts of interest will be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting at which the declaration was made.  

APPLICATIONS TO ATTEND BY AUDIO VISUAL LINK 

In accordance with clause 5.18 and 5.19 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, Councillors 
may attend and participate in meetings by audio-visual link with the approval of the Council. 
Requests by Councillors for approval to attend a meeting by audio-visual link must be made 
in writing to the General Manager prior to the meeting in question and provide reasons why 
the Councillor will be presented from attending the meeting in person. 
Councillors attending a meeting by audio-visual link are reminded that they must ensure that 
no other person is within sight or hearing of the meeting at any time that the meeting is 
closed to the public under section 10A of the Local Government Act 1993. 
Note: Consistent with clause 5.44 of Council's Code of Meeting Practice, attendance by 
Council staff at meetings of the Council by audio-visual link shall be with the approval of the 
General Manager. 

Copy of: CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE / CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
 

https://rous.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-HTK-02-53-36
https://rous.nsw.gov.au/page.asp?f=RES-UTC-26-01-72


 

 
AGENDA 
  
1.   Opening of the meeting 

 
 

 
2.   Acknowledgement of Country 

 
Council would like to show its respect and acknowledge the 
Traditional Custodians of the Land, of Elders past and present on 
which this meeting takes place. 
 

 

 
3.   Apologies and applications for Leave of Absence or 

attendance by audio - virtual link 
 

 

 
4.   Disclosure of Interest 

 
 

 
5.   Confidential matters 

 
 

 
 5.1   Digital Transformation - Novus  ........................................................................... 

 
1 - 7 

 
6.   Close of business 

 
 

 



Rous County Council Extraordinary meeting – 15 May 2024  

Recommendation 
That Council move into Closed Council to consider the following matters and the meeting be 
closed to members of the public and press based on the grounds detailed below: 

 

Confidential matters 
Responsible Officer: Group Manager Transformation and Strategy (Geoff Ward) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Report Digital Transformation – Preferred Vendor 

Grounds for closure Section 10A(2)(d) commercial information of a confidential nature 
that would, if disclosed: 
i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 
 

Section 10A, Local Government Act, 1993: 
A Council may close to the public only so much of its meeting as comprises the receipt or 
discussion of any of the following: 

Section 10A(2): 
(a). personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors), 
(b). the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer, 
(c). information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom 

the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business, 
(d). commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed: 

(i). prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 
(ii). confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the Council, or 
(iii). reveal a trade secret, 

(e). information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law, 
(f). matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or council property, 
(g). advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in 

legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege, 
(h). information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of Aboriginal 

significance on community land. 

Section 10A(4): 
Council may allow members of the public to make representations to or at a meeting before any 
part of the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 
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